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DRAFT NOTES | October 14, 2009 
Technical Advisory Committee 
Sonoma Valley Groundwater Management Program  
   
Action Items (from this meeting and ongoing) – I HAVE NOT ADDRESSED THE 
TABLE YET 
 

Name  Task  Status  Timeframe 
TAC 
members 

Conduct focused outreach for new volunteers, 
especially in the Glen Ellen and Kenwood areas. 
Continue to spread message about purpose of well 
monitoring and use of collected data. Need to 
educate landowners regarding importance of 
process and protection of their information and 
data. 

Underway  Ongoing 

Tim / 
Marcus 

Create follow‐up letter to be sent to willing 
participants to notify them whether their well is 
suitable for inclusion and provide feedback to TAC 
volunteers 

Underway  Ongoing 

Tim / 
Marcus 

Create list of potential candidate volunteer wells    Underway  September 

Marcus  Research DWR/PRMD records for well logs for 
volunteer wells with no existing records   

Underway  Ongoing 

DWR 
(Mark) / 
Tim 

Discuss whether or not any of the already 
identified volunteer wells may be added to the 
DWR monitoring effort. 

Underway   Done – Review 
again w/DWR  

SCWA  Request PRMD to give presentation to TAC and 
community on well construction requirements 

Pending – need to 
determine which TAC 
meeting is best 

October or 
November 

Tim  Set up meeting of grant funding  group   Underway  September 

TAC  Comments on draft WELLness guide   Underway  Completed – 
Setting up Meeting 
with PRMD and 
EHD to discuss 

TAC  Data gaps to fill on monitoring  Underway  September 

TAC  Develop list of possible rainfall harvest 
projects 

Underway  Ongoing 

TAC  Further consider possible community site for 
pilot 

Underway  Ongoing 

TAC  Identify actions and strategy for rainfall 
harvesting/recharge doenstration/pilots 

Started  Ongoing 
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Meeting Participants 
• Elizabeth Cargay, Winzler & 

Kelly/City of Sonoma 
• Norm Goldstein, SVVGA 
• David Goodison, City of Sonoma 
• Susan Haydon, Southern Sonoma 

County RCD  
• Jay Jasperse, SCWA 
• Clarence Jenkins, Madrone Vineyard 

Management 

• Melinda Kelly, City of Sonoma 
• Ed Nelson, private well owner 
• Kathy Pons, private well owner 
• John Robb, Mission Highlands 

Water Company 
• Tito Sasaki, North Bay Agricultural 

Alliance 

 
Staff 
• Marcus Trotta, Sonoma County Water Agency 
• Tim Parker, Parker Groundwater 
 
Updates on Related Items 
• Draft Well Owners Guide 

o The need for a well owners guide was identified by the BAP and is an element of 
the GMP 

o The purpose of the well owners guide is to provide information to private 
residential well owners on the simple mechanics of a well, sampling and testing 
and importance of monitoring, and to provide contacts for more specific 
information 

o The RCD and SCWA get calls regularly from private well owners regarding 
various issues related to their wells 

o The current working draft well owners guide started with the County 
Environmental Health WELLness Guide, and incorporates comments from the 
TAC – this working draft has been reviewed and commented on by PRMD  

o SCWA hopes to meet with PRMD and SCEH within the next 30 days 
o Suggestion made to send the draft to North Bay Realtors Association for them to 

review and provide input to 
o ACTION – Need to provide a copy to an appropriate member of the North Bay 

Realtors Association 
o ACTION – Need to set up meeting with PRMD and SCEH to discuss finalizing 

the draft well owners guide 
• Santa Rosa Plain Update 

o USGS Santa Rosa Plain study scheduled to wrap up in 2010 
o Gina Bartlett with the Center for Collaborative Policy is in the process of 

completing the stakeholder assessment for the Santa Rosa Plain 
o The Santa Rosa Plain is more complex in terms of number and types of 

stakeholders, technically more complex, and feeling more complex in terms of 
stakeholder understanding of water issues and needs 

o The process there seems likely to involve starting with a small steering committee 
sometime after the beginning of the year and move to a large stakeholder group 
later in the year 

• SCWA Groundwater Banking Request for Proposals – issued in August 2009 
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o Partners to SCWA include Valley of the Moon Water District and cities of 
Sonoma, Cotati and Windsor 

o The RFP includes a regional conjunctive use feasibility study to assess seasonally 
wet and wet season surplus Russian River water for groundwater banking with 
either aquifer storage recovery wells and/or surface spreading, and development 
of a pilot project plan for each of the partners 

o Five strong proposals received from consultant companies which are currently 
being reviewed by SCWA and the partner agencies 

o The study will include costs, energy, infrastructure, in-lieu, spreading and wells 
o The TAC will have the opportunity to be provided information and provide input 

to the Sonoma Valley portion of the study as it progresses  
o An additional RFP will be issued sometime in the future focused on the capture 

and recharge of Stormwater in the Petaluma and Sonoma Valley basins, and this 
study will focus on mutually beneficial projects involving flood risk reduction and 
control, groundwater recharge, ecology and environment enhancement, sediment 
and erosion reduction and addressing TMDLs, etc. 

o A location on Pythion Road in the Kenwood area is a good candidate site for 
groundwater recharge 

• Draft Guidelines on Managed Aquifer Recharge and Rainfall Harvesting 
o The guidelines being prepared for managed aquifer recharge and rainfall 

harvesting individual property owners are key to moving forward recharge 
multiple small scale recharge projects in the Sonoma Valley 

o The RCD is working on the guidelines but progress has been slow due to a 
number of factors including the economy – but now some funding looks to be 
loosening up so RCD is hopeful to get a draft pulled together this year and final 
sometime in first quarter next year 

o The timing for the RFP for stormwater capture and recharge is hinging on the 
release of the draft guidelines for managed aquifer recharge 

o ACTION – Provide update on guideline progress at next TAC meeting so add 
this item to the November TAC agenda 

• Graywater Update 
o The California Building Standards Commission (BSC) on July 30, 2009 

adopted new code   
o language for residential graywater reuse that takes effect in August 2009 
o This rulemaking modifies the California Plumbing Code 
o ACTION  There is a Sonoma County Task Force on graywater and the TAC 

requested that a member of the graywater task force update the TAC at the 
next meeting if possible 

• AB303 Grant Award  
o Sonoma Valley Groundwater Recharge Mapping Project  

 Project is moving forward – contract for SEC to do the work will go to the 
SCWA Board in November and work will get started in December‐January 

 The work will be done by Diana DiPietra and Alex Young of SEC – Lisa 
Micheli is now with Pepperwood Grove Reserve however, will have some 
involvement as well 

 The project links with the groundwater banking study and should fit 
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together in terms of timing 
o Two Depth specific Monitoring Wells 

 SCWA will be sending out an RFP for drilling and well installation in next 
month 

 For two nested wells, 3 to 4 small diameter PVC well casings in each 
dilled hole 

 Will provide for vertical profiling of groundwater, and especially targets 
aquifer hydraulics and salinity distribution 

 Hoping to get full funding cleared and install wells next spring 
 ACTION – Issue RFP for drilling and well installations 

• Sonoma County Sanitation District general plan amendment regarding sewer 
connections 
o Intent is to create a more logical sphere of influence boundary in the area 

south of the City of Sonoma 
o Will address septic systems failing due to shallow groundwater and may 

include a possible 175 additional connections 
• Sonoma Community Center Demonstration Garden 

o This is a demonstrational, educational garden being installed to replace the 
front lawn at the Community Center in partnership with the City of Sonoma, 
Sonoma County Master Gardeners and SCWA 

o This will feature a water wise garden, educational signage/materials and 
onsite rainwater harvesting 

o Installation is scheduled to begin in October and be completed in Novembe 
2009 

o For more information, review the informational hand out, review the City of 
Sonoma Rainwater Harvesting and Storage systems Handout No. 36, or 
contact Kathy Swelt at 707‐938‐4626, or Melinda Kelly 

• Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission 
o The purpose of the SVCAC is to provide a public forum to deliberate planning 

decisions impacting both the City of Sonoma and the unincorporated areas of the 
Sonoma Valley 

o Meets fourth Wednesdays of most months at 6:30PM 
o SVCAC is an advisory capacity group – makes recommendations 
o A member of SVCAC requested that some sort of guidance or checklist be 

developed for SVCAC to look at water demand and supply needs for new 
development projects that come before the SVCAC 

o The request will go to the BAP, with Rochelle Campana, Clarence Jenkins, and 
Mark Bramfitt leading framing the request to BAP 

o ACTION – Need communication with Mark Bramfitt, Rochelle and Clarence to 
notify them all of their charge before the BAP meeting and place as an agenda 
item on the November BAP meeting 

Water Conservation Awards 
• Six nominations were received for water conservation awards – list was provided by 

SCWA 
• Merits of the awards were discussed by the TAC 
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• TAC agreed that the full slate of six nominees should be awarded and the slate will be 
sent to the BAP for award presentation at the November 6, 2009 BAP Meeting – 
important to recognize what the growers are doing  

• ACTION – Provide email notice to BAP members of the slate of awards and schedule 
and time for making the award presentations 

• ACTION – Publicity – need a news release for the local papers indicating the awards 
and time of presentation 

• ACTION – Need to notify the award recipients of the awards and schedule for 
presentation 

• ACTION – Need to find out who will make the awards presentations 
• ACTION – Need to design an make the actual awards 
• ACTION – End of second year of GMP implementation – will we have a bit of an 

event – maybe a wine and cheese event along with the awards – at the new little 
restaurant facility at the Community Center? Costs and stuff? Facility availability? 
Will the garden renovation be an issue? 

 
Public Outreach 
• GMP Poster 

o The GMP poster that was presented October 6th at the Groundwater Biennial 
Conference in Sacramento was provided to the TAC for preliminary review 

o ACTION – A pdf of the poster will be emailed to the TAC for review and 
comment  

o One suggestion was made that a poster be put together that demonstrates all the 
non-regulatory voluntary and local management elements that have been 
accomplished under the GMP 

• SVGMP Logo and Branding 
o SCWA has volunteered resources to development a logo and branding for the 

SVGMP 
o TAC agreed this would be a very good thing to move forward on – need branding 
o ACTION – SCWA to move forward with branding and logo and bring back to 

TAC in November meeting 
•  SV Video 

o Resources are also available for the development of a video on the SVGMP 
o Initial idea came from a solicitation from the National Assoc of Counties for 

which Valeria Brown is President 
o Main concept is to use mainly members of the BAP and TAC with some local 

historical visionaries 
o Video would be a tool for the Santa Rosa Plain stakeholder involvement 
o Schedule video development in first part of November 
o ACTION – Marcus will email a request for possible names for participation in the 

video taping 
 
Groundwater Level Monitoring Program 
• Based on the current year and past record of rainfall, the suggestion made to move the 

fall measurement back into September – Tim and Marcus will be meeting with DWR 
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soon to discuss DWR taking on a few of the volunteer wells in the program, and will 
discuss DWR schedule and possibility of moving forward to September in the future 

• ACTIONS – Marcus provide list of possible transfer wells to Mark Nordberg and set 
up meeting with SCWA, DWR and Parker 

• Well Volunteer Monitors are set to do monitoring 
• ACTION – Marcus to send out a list of wells out identifying who is monitoring what 

wells 
• WebH2O – Well Volunteer Monitors would like to have an update on Web H2O 
• ACTION – Marcus to schedule a time to meet and discuss WebH2O and walk 

through any issues on the computer 
 
Potential Grant Opportunities 
• Proposition 84 – Green Infrastructure Projects 

o DWR/IRWMP Program - $1Million including $250,000 in-kind 
o Looking at groundwater recharge project 

 Adobe Canyon one alternative – includes SEC and Phillip Williams – off 
stream retention on existing tributaries 

o SCWA considering packaging a larger recharge project like that and one or two 
smaller recharge type projects 
 Would cost share the guidebook and SCWA stormwater recharge feasibility 

study as part of the package 
o $1M per county being considered 
o For Sonoma County, would also need to include something for Petaluma area 
o Important for the grant package to include multi-benefits including flood risk 

reduction and control, recharge and soil erosion control and reduction 
o Need to reform Funding Working Group and start working in putting together this 

package – in general State funding is still slow to nonexistent, however 
DWR/IRWMP is moving forward currently – need to ne prepared 

o Funding Working Group – Susan Haydon, Lisa Micheli, Wendy Atkins, Krishna 
Kumar, Marcus Trotta, Tim Parker 

o ACTION – Marcus to set up telephone conference for funding working group in 
the next couple of weeks  

 
BAP Meeting November  5th  - Topics 
• Monitoring update 
• Rainfall harvesting guidebook update 
• Groundwater banking RFP update 
• Santa Rosa Plain update 
• SVCAC issue on wells for new developments and water resource availability 
• End of year – accomplishments and looking forward 
• Water Conservation Awards  
 
Next TAC November 18th – Focused discussion on graywater, Stanford student model 
of SV, guidelines, monitoring data gaps, annual report 
Location: Valley of the Moon Water District, 19039 Bay Street, El Verano 


